Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 083669 
ORIGIN OPIC-06 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO EB-08 L-03 COME-OO /028 R 


DRAFTED BY OPTC/GC: AKEF.SF.F. 
APPROVED BY EB/IFD/OIA: DVGRANT 
EB/IFD/OIA : DGRANT 
AF/C:RIMARCUS (SUBS) 

L/M : KM ALMB ORG (INFO) 

071329 010250Z/64 

P 312330Z MAR 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE PRIORITY 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EINV 

SUBJECT: TAW 
REF : STATE 16769 

1 . AFRICA MAGAZINE, ISSUE NO. 74, OCTOBER 1977 IN STORY 
BEGINNING PAGE 67, STATED "CURRENTLY ONE OF THE LARGEST 
AFRO-AMERICAN FIRMS ENGAGED IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE - TAW 
INTERNATIONAL LEASING, INC. - EARNED ONE OF ITS LARGE 
CONTRACTS WITH THE GABONESE GOVERNMENT." ARTICLE SUPPLIED 
NO FURTHER INFORMATION RE PUTATIVE TAW-GOG CONTRACT. 
REFERENCE TO "TAW INTERNATIONAL LEASING, INC.," WHICH IS 
INCORPORATED IN DELAWARE, MAY BE INCORRECT SINCE TAW 
OPERATING SUBSIDIARY IN AFRICA IS "TAW INTERNATIONAL LEASING 
CORPORATION," INCORPORATED IN LIBERIA. 

2. OPIC WOULD APPRECIATE POST'S ASCERTAINING FOLLOWING 
WITH RESPECT THIS CONTRACT: 
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(A) WHETHER IN FACT IT EXISTS, AND 

(B) IF SO, DATE SIGNED, FOR WHAT TERM, FOR HOW MANY 
VEHICLES OF WHAT TYPE, AND APPROXIMATE VALUE OF PAYMENTS 
ON EITHER ANNUAL OR FULL-CONTRACT-TERM BASIS. 
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3. WOULD ALSO BE HELPFUL IF ANY INFO COULD BE OBTAINED 
RE WHICH LOCAL BANK(S) TAW LIBERIA USES. ALSO, CAN YOU 
ADVISE WHETHER, SINCE TAW-LIBERIA IS IN THE LEASING 
BUSINESS, IT IS CONSIDERED A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION 

(I.E., IN THE SAME CATEGORY UNDER LOCAL COMMERCIAL LAW 
AS BANKS). 

4. THIS DATA NEEDED IN CONNECTION WITH LITIGATION 
MENTIONED REFTEL. WOULD BE OF EXTREME VALUE IF RESPONSE 
RE PARA 2 (CONTRACT) DATA COULD BE FORWARDED BY CIRCA 
APRIL 7. THAT DATE NOT CRITICAL. HOWEVER, AND OPIC 
UNDERSTANDS DIFFICULTIES POST MAY FACE IN OBTAINING SUCH 
DATA AND REALIZES PARA 3 (BANK) DATA MAY NOT BE A VAIL ABIE, 
AT ALL. 

5. OPIC CONTINUES TO BE INTERESTED IN ANY RESPONSE POST 
MAY BE ABLE TO ELLIOT TO DIPNOTE MENTIONED REFTEL. 

6. MANY THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUING ASSISTANCE. COOPER 
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